Up to 15 individuals ranging in age from 16 to 23 attend educational and skill-building activities each week to address social issues that are
important to them, including personal identity and local violence.

Camille Bautista · DNAinfo Reporter
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“The interactive theater hones in on critical thinking and decision making. Everyone can learn from everyone and no one is smarter than anyone
in the room,” said Keith Johnston, director of the Creative Arts Team’s college/adult program.
“This final presentation also encompasses a networking opportunity for them with the community.”
He and Denise Hughes, CAT (http://www.creativeartsteam.org/)'s coordinator for the NeON project, partnered with acting teachers and
participants from Good Shepherd Services (https://www.goodshepherds.org/programs/community/brooklyn/635.html)’ Arches program for
the initiative.
The group mentoring organization at Sumner Community Center works with young adults previously involved in criminal activity.
“For them it’s a new way of expressing themselves, and also something fun for them to do,” Hughes said.
“We’ve heard that several participants don’t always speak up but, because of this opportunity, they’re finding their voices in other ways.”
In addition to the Bed-Stuy team, NeON Arts (http://www.carnegiehall.org/NeONArts/) hosts programs with other organizations in Brownsville
(http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/brooklyn/east-new-york-brownsville), East New York, Harlem (http://www.dnainfo.com/newyork/manhattan/harlem), Jamaica (http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/queens/forest-hills-rego-park-jamaica), the South Bronx and Staten
Island (http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/staten-island).
Similar sessions utilize computer animated video, documentary film production and culinary workshops.
The program first began in 2014 with the help of Carnegie Hall’s Weill Music Institute in order to connect probation clients to an array of
resources and agencies.
“NeON Arts not only provides access to arts programming to some of NYC’s historically most underserved areas, but also gives community
stakeholders a chance to choose the projects that are the best fit for their own neighborhoods,” DOP Commissioner Ana Bermúdez said in a
statement.
The initiative is funded by the Open Society Foundations through a grant to New York City’s Young Men’s Initiative.
Bed-Stuy’s “RISE: Reach, Inspire and Succeed Ensemble” will perform on Saturday, June 27 at 1 p.m. at the Multi-Service Center, 1958 Fulton
St. For more information, visit the NeON Arts website (http://www.carnegiehall.org/NeONArts/).
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Astor Fund Boosts Early Learning
Actors training teachers to bring reading to life; a new way to help kids catch up on reading
the summer before kindergarten; techniques for weav ing essential academic v ocabulary
words into daily classroom routines.
These are samples of how The Trust will be investing $35 million in reading programs across the City.
For all this, we can thank Brooke Astor. Known as the City’s “First Lady of Philanthropy,” Astor believed
literacy was a key to a productive life. We agree.
“If you can’t read well by third grade, you’re far less likely to graduate from high school on time,” says
Shawn Morehead, program officer for education at The Trust. “Unfortunately, that describes most
children in the City. We hope to change this by helping young readers in poor communities.”
Reading a story to children is good, but it’s even better to get them
to act it out, tell it back to you, or make up their own. A $460,000
grant to CUNY-Creativ e Arts Team trains actors to work with
young students, teachers, and parents to make words come alive.
“Interactive storytelling improves a child’s comprehension and
memory while nurturing a love of words and stories,” says the
Team’s Elyse Buxbaum.
Teachers overwhelmingly say the program helps kids meet new
Common Core Learning Standards for English. The grant also will
fund evaluation of the work, which will help as educators try to
expand the program to higher grades.
Vocabulary is a key to success in all subjects, not just reading. For
instance, if a student is asked to find the difference between 35
and 58, he has to understand that “difference,” in this case, means
subtraction. $510,000 is helping New York Univ ersity bring
World of Words, a program that builds academic vocabulary, into
classrooms with poor children and those who don’t speak English
at home.

This Creative Arts Team-trained
actor bring stories to life in ways
that help develop reading and
comprehension skills in young
minds.

By reading nonfiction, “they learn new words in meaningful contexts,” says Susan Neuman, creator of
http://www.nycommunitytrust.org/printfriendly.html#
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the teaching approach.
Teaching Matters has long focused on improving teaching in grades 4-12. It will use $120,000 to
extend its approach to reading teachers of disadvantaged students in kindergarten through third grade.
“It’s important to work with students before the learning gap gets too significant,” says Naomi
Cooperman, director of program design at Teaching Matters. She adds that The Trust’s grant is an
“enormous opportunity to work on leveling the playing field.”

Additional Astor Grants
Hunter College, $300,000 to train second-grade
teachers in East Harlem to help English language
learners and other struggling students learn to read.
Jumpstart for Young Children, $80,000 to test a new
summer reading program for children entering
kindergarten in the South Bronx. If successful, the
project will demonstrate a new way to bridge the gap
between pre- kindergarten and kindergarten reading
instruction.

In "Astor's Last Gifts," The Wall Street Journal
features Brooke Astor's legacy to education
in the City.

Reading Excellence and Discov ery Foundation,
$586,000 to coordinate individual tutoring, teacher
coaching, and parent training in three Bronx elementary
schools.

NEXT STORY: A Hiv e of Creators
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AIDS United, Alicia Keys Announce Grantees of
the EMPOWERED Community Grants Program
Community-based organizations to develop programs focused on women and HIV/AIDS
WASHINGTON, D.C. – October 1, 2013 – Four communitybased organizations will each receive $20K to help advance
community-level efforts focused on women and HIV/AIDS,
thanks to grants awarded by 14-time Grammy Awardwinning artist and HIV advocate Alicia Keys and AIDS
United. The grants are part of the EMPOWERED
Community Grants program, which is part of a broader effort by Keys to reach women in the U.S about HIV/AIDS
called EMPOWERED, a cross-platform public information campaign developed with Greater Than AIDS.
The EMPOWERED Community Grants Program grantees are:





Creative Arts Team – Research Foundation of the City University of NY – New York, NY
Frannie Peabody Center – Portland, Maine
North Carolina AIDS Action Network – Durham, NC
SisterLove – Atlanta, GA

According to Vignetta Charles, Ph.D., AIDS United Senior Vice President, the process to review and award
EMPOWERED Community Grants was the most competitive AIDS United has ever had, with 218 applications being
submitted for four grantee slots, each proposing innovative and impactful women-centered HIV programs. In
addition to the grantees, finalists also included:
AIDS Arms, Inc. - Dallas, TX
Helping Individual Prostitutes Survive (HIPS) - Washington, DC
Positive Women’s Network (PWN-USA) - Oakland, CA
The Committee for Hispanic Children and Families, Inc. - New York, NY
The Women's Collective - Washington, DC
Keys serves on the Advisory Council for the EMPOWERED Community Grants Program, and was an active
participant in the grantee review and selection process.
“It was beautiful to see how many wonderful community-based organizations are making an impact around the
country,” said Keys. “I was so impressed by the extraordinary finalists and am excited to recognize the four
organizations that will launch the EMPOWERED Community Grants Program,” said Keys. “They are so committed
to their communities, I am more confident than ever of the positive impact we can have together! This is just the
beginning!"
“AIDS United has long supported women-centered, community driven HIV prevention and care programs aimed at
women, said Vignetta Charles, Ph.D, AIDS United Senior Vice President. “That is why we are so honored and proud
to have been selected by Alicia Keys and the Kaiser Family Foundation to be a part of this exciting new
program. Through the EMPOWERED Community Grants Program, we are taking action to help our most vulnerable
populations of women protect themselves – and those they love – from continuing the spread of the virus, and
helping to create an AIDS-free generation in America.”
For more information about the EMPOWERED Community Grants Program, please visit www.aidsunited.org.
http://www.aidsunited.org/news/aids-united-alicia-keys-announce-grantees-of-the-empowered-community-grants
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EDUCATIONAL THEATRE EXPERT TO CONDUCT WORKSHOPS IN BARBADOS
by Bajan Reporter / October 19th, 2011

Barbadian Drama teachers will have a unique opportunity to immerse themselves in
Educational Theatre when noted Educational Theatre Arts specialist, Gwendolen
Hardwick conducts workshops in Drama-in-Education and Theatre-in-Education at
Retreat 2011, organized by the Barbados Association of Drama Educators from Friday,
October 28th to Sunday, October 30th, 2011 at the Pom Marine Hotel, Hastings, Christ
Church.
Ms. Hardwick, the Artistic and Education Director of the City University of New York’s
Creative Arts Team, will also deliver workshops on “Addressing Social/Curriculum Issues
through the use of Drama“. In these sessions, the focus will be on Bullying and
HIV/AIDS.
Ms. Hardwick’s career in the theatre spans over thirty years as an actor, writer, director,
producer and educational theatre specialist. As an actor, she portrayed Betty Shabazz in El
Hajj Malik and created the role of Mrs. Breedlove in Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye.
Internationally, she has developed and implemented educational theatre models with
theatre companies in Nigeria, Zimbabwe, Jamaica and the Republic of Ireland. She
spearheaded CAT’s Bilateral Educational Support Through Theatre project (B.E.S.T.) –a
three year collaboration with three South African universities- developing and directing
theatre pieces addressing HIV/AIDS education and health issues affecting women and
children.

Cecily Spencer-Cross with
Director of “The Memory of
Water” at FCH, the City… The
Barbados Association of Drama
Educators promotes the use of
Theatre Arts across the
curriculum. The Association
holds workshops and facilitates
theatre based activities for
Barbadian students.

Persons interested in attending the event must contact Mrs. Cecily Spencer-Cross at 429-4224 or email cspencercross@hotmail.com
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Art of the story aids literacy education
By Matthew Tungate
matthew.tungate@education.ky.gov

The audience was not elementary students but teachers – one of whom would later say Wheelock “had
us eating out of the palm of her hand” – who were
learning how to use storytelling and other art forms
to develop early literacy skills in their students.

http://www.kentuckyteacher.org/features/2012/06/art-of-the-story-aids-literacy-education/

Helen Wheelock tells an interactive story to incoming kindergarten students
as teachers from around the state observe during the Next Generation Arts
Academy at Model Laboratory Elementary School (Madison County).

Drama artist Helen Wheelock’s use of voice animation, mixed with call and response and sprinkled
with a touch of silliness, held her students’ rapt attention as she read Ruby in Her Own Timein a Model
Laboratory Elementary School (Madison County)
classroom last week.
“Flap, flap, flap, fly,” she said, elongating the final letter and raising it in pitch as she thrust her
outstretched hand upward. “Let’s all say that.”
Dutifully, the students repeated every word, just as
Wheelock had said them. She asked the students to
fill in details in the story, like where did the little bird
fly, and responded reassuringly to their answers.
After she finished, Wheelock told the students she
got the story from a book. They couldn’t wait to get
their hands on it.
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Since 2000, the Kentucky Department of Education
(KDE) and the Kentucky Center for the Performing
Arts have held weeklong Summer Arts Academies
for teachers to receive training in four art forms:
music, dance, visual art and drama. This year, two
Next Generation Academies ran concurrently: one
for integrating world languages with the arts and a
new one for integrating emergent and early literacy
with the arts.
Twenty-two elementary school teachers signed up
for the new academy, joining the 36 who attended
the world language arts academy, which is in its
second year. Most of the teachers went in pairs – a
content-area teacher and an arts teacher, according
to Jeffrey Jamner, director of School Programs for the
Kentucky Center for the Performing Arts in Louisville and coordinator of the center’s Summer Arts
Academies for teachers.
Jamner said his goal is to keep the arts academies
relevant to issues in education, and few issues are
more relevant nationally and in Kentucky than early
literacy.
Young children naturally learn by acting, playing,
singing, exploring and engaging different parts of
their brains, he said.
“Our goal is to tap into that power and apply it to
reading,” he said. “Integrating the arts is just plain
good teaching, because it’s how kids learn. Our goal
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is to make learning come alive in as many was as
we can, and in a child’s world, that involves artistic,
creative activities.”

Literacy also is about communicating your beliefs as
well, Duncan said. Kentucky’s new English/language
arts standards include communication, he said.

Giving teachers more skills in different art forms
gives them more strategies and more entry points
for students, whether that is in early literacy or more
traditional classroom subjects, Jamner said.

While the academy largely approached literacy
through storytelling, teachers also learned to use
visual arts, dance and music.

“We’ve been showing teachers how to lead activities
that include drama, dance, visual arts and music
when teaching social studies and world language,”
he said. “With literacy, we’re doing the same thing
– we’re really focusing within literacy on comprehension.”

http://www.kentuckyteacher.org/features/2012/06/art-of-the-story-aids-literacy-education/

Jasmine Rutherford, a 4th grade language arts and
social studies teacher at Model Laboratory Elementary, also is a drama club sponsor. She said she using
drama will become a greater part of her classroom
after attending the academy.
If a child can communicate what they have read or
heard, then they have comprehension, Rutherford
said.
“Getting up and acting something out makes you
really have to know what you’ve read and then you
get to interpret it and make it your own,” she said.
Robert Duncan, state arts and humanities consultant, noted that literacy is about more than reading
text. For instance, understanding what a visual artist
was trying to express in a painting or a musician in
a piece of music is literacy.
“How many times can we copy a Van Gogh painting
and write a report about him?” he asked rhetorically. “This says nothing about artists and why they
do what they do or what type of statement are they
trying to make. That is another part of literacy –
reading an artwork, making those inferences and
learning how to communicate your viewpoints.”
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“Throughout history, story has engaged children,
and it’s been part of teaching – the oral tradition
– and connecting that to text, but investing the children so that they care what happens in the story,”
Duncan said.
“Based on nearly 20 years of experience in arts
education and seeing how children really engage
in learning and how teachers engage in that process, I believe very strongly that if we put the right
experts together to see what we can do to better
integrate arts education and literacy efforts with
young children, great things can result,” he added.
If Kentucky wants graduates who are college- and
career-ready, schools have to include the arts, Jamner said. An IBM study shows that creativity is the
most highly prized attribute among international
CEOs, he pointed out.
Duncan said numerous studies show the importance
of arts education. For instance, UCLA education professor James Catterall did a recent study that found
that students with strong backgrounds in the arts in
high school have stronger community involvement.
The arts academies are built on research that shows
that arts positively affect students at different age
groups, Duncan said.
“We’ve got to find something early on that engages
the students and encourages them to follow this,”
he said.
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The path to dropping out of school can begin in
kindergarten, Duncan said.

Dunn agreed that the interactive storytelling she has
learned at the academy will better engage students.

“If they’re entering school unprepared with reading and writing skills, then that can be one of the
most difficult things to pick up on and get caught
up on,” he said.

“You will change kids,” she said. “They will love to
come to your class. They will love stories, maybe
being motivated to read a book.”

http://www.kentuckyteacher.org/features/2012/06/art-of-the-story-aids-literacy-education/

Chanda Britt, a preschool teacher at Woodlawn Elementary (Boyle County), said she is not very knowledgeable about using the arts to teach, but she sees
the ways they can be combined with literacy and
other subjects to help children.
“This has been perfect, particularly for preschool-aged children, because I think so many people
have an idea of kindergarten readiness that it’s just
knowing your letters and sounds, and that’s not
it,” she said. “I think more students struggle with
reading in kindergarten who don’t have a broad
vocabulary and who have limited experiences and
problems with listening comprehension. I think reading problems stem more from those areas than
just letters and sounds. So this academy is really
addressing those areas that can help build up preschoolers’ previous knowledge that will help them
in kindergarten.”
Britt said the interactive storytelling is a great way
to engage students.

Black said she and Dunn, who have been to four arts
academies, take back what they learn and teach it
to traditional classroom teachers.
“I think the clinicians here have been really good
to make it a very simple literature-art connection,”
she said. We can go back and share with our teachers, and I think they’ll be comfortable trying those
things.”
Black said literacy is really about communicating.
“All children want to communicate,” she said. “They
may not all be able to communicate verbally, they
may not all be able to communicate in every single
way, but this is another way to communicate.”
FOR MORE INFO…
KDE’s Literacy page 
Jeffrey Jamner, jjamner@kentuckycenter.org, (502)
562-0703

“Preschoolers like to be involved, they like to talk,
and they like to move, so that will be perfect for
story time in my room,” she said. “For preschool, if
your kids aren’t engaged, you have chaos. Preschool
teachers are the masters of engagement anyway.
This gives us more tools to put in our toolbox.”
Librarian and drama teacher Tina Dunn and music
teacher Kim Black teach together at Murray Elementary School (Murray Independent).
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